Tyson Bowles
Love is Our Weapon, Rhetorical Analysis


	Christofer Drew Ingle, the mastermind behind the optimism-driven band NeverShoutNever, has a lot to tell, and expresses a lot through his music in their new album “What is Love?” He has no limits regarding his ability to share his beliefs and positive messages through song.  This particular song, “Love is Our Weapon”, speaks to a much larger audience, roaming outside the shell of sappy love songs and crybaby heartbreak stories.  
	He starts this song out with his strong, attention grabbing chorus, which easily hooks the audience on the spot, going straight to the point that people need to wake up.  He speaks about the fact that so many people out there, namely Americans, are spending too much time complaining, but no time trying to fix what’s bothering them.  He tells you to “take your eyes off the ground.”  Also, what good is complaining about how many problems they have in the first place?
	The problems he’s talking about in particular are topics such as: racism, politics, hate, and intolerance.  I guess when you come down to it, Christofer Drew is what could be considered a modern day hippie; bearing tattoos such as the peace sign on his left foot, “Love Is My Weapon” across his chest, and “Live Free” across his knuckles.  Not to mention his “hippie long hair.”
	According to an interview, Drew writes his music in a “corny-happy” manner, relatively to the 50’s type of  music.  “America was at a pure point back then. It was almost like a fake feeling. Everything was so happy; everybody had this kind of happy mask on.”  And it shows in “Love is Our Weapon” using words such as “pissy” and “aye!”, and lines like “put your money where your mouth is.”
	The other emotional message he is sending is that the best weapon in our war amongst ourselves and society is literally “love”.  He’s explaining how strong and powerful love can be, and should be used more often and to everyone we come up against.  He has a very strong belief that being more kind to each other and showing compassion can truly make the world a better place.  He claims “Love” to be his religion. In another song on his new album, he explains how he follows Jesus, how “that man was love, and not an act.”
	

To someone close-minded, this song would come off as “pussy” or “gay”, a femmy boy’s perception, and that Christofer Drew needs to become a man and be “normal.”  Many people are so ego-tactical, proud, or self-conscious, that they can’t take the time to consider a message like this, and so this song may not be too effective to them.  That it might make people look at them differently to have such a big heart towards other people.
	
You could probably tell by now that The Beatles are a HUGE influence on him and his music, and a lot of their songs in comparison share the urge for love. You can often hear in his music the similarity and feel between his music and that of The Beatles and/or John Lennon.   Drew likes the sense that “they made you want to fall in love, and that’s the best thing this world can offer anyone.”
	Chris Drew also has attention drawn to his honesty through his music. His latest album contains several songs revealing his personality, his past, and his position as an unapologetic smoker of not only cigarettes, but marijuana as well.  He believes that you should just be “you” and not fake yourself into the popular scene and be who people “want” you to be.
	The reason I am so drawn to this song is because of his unique personality and passion put into the lyrics, and the way he can put it to music and really make your heart dance; he has so much talent for making you feel, and this song makes you feel good, and at the same time shares a great message.
	Black and white (not necessarily skin color) are two opposite colors, but their contrast looks very well together, you seldomly see black without white.  I believe there’s an interpretation that diversity is beautiful, and that we need to learn to accept and tolerate our differences.  The diversity in our world creates such a beautiful environment and endless possibilities of opportunity.  I agree so much with his statement in this song, “Love is the weapon for this wounded generation.”
